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God’s power
is revealed

“On the
appointed day
Herod, wearing
his royal robes,
sat on his throne
and delivered a
public address to
the people. They

Ptor Robert

God that needed

: judgement. Herod’s
.. pride received the

praise of the peo-

| ple (non-Jews), as

to being a god, and

was struck by an

angel with a deadly

shouted, ‘This Forsherg isease. God will
is the voice of a Contributing ~ answer with His
god, not of aman.” ¢4 mnist power when there
Immediately, is a direct attack
because Herod upon His integrity.
did not give praise to Yet, we note, that this

God, an angel of the Lord
struck him down, and he
was eaten by worms and
died.” (Acts 12:21-23)
Other rulers had
believed they were gods
and didn’t die like Herod.
What was the differ-
ence? Herod was a Jew,
and knew better than to
accept such praise. This
was a direct sin against

death was not a result of
human hands. God did
it directly through an
angel.

Pride does go before
a fall, “Pride goes
before destruction, and
a haughty spirit before
a fall.” (Prov. 16:18)
Herod was full of it. And

See POWER | 6B

‘All’ in the Bible

Mathematical theo-
rems are universal truths
about numbers, geomet-
ric figures, and other
mathematical objects.
When words like “all” and
“every” appear in math-
— ematical
statements,
they are
meant in
an absolute
sense.

For exam-
ple, one the-
orem about
numbers
says that for
all odd num-
bers x and
y, the sum x+y is an even
number. In other words,
the sum of two odd num-
bers is always even, with
no exceptions.

Outside of mathemat-
ics, though, words like
“all” and “every” typi-
cally are used less care-
fully. When we say that
“everybody’s doing it,”
we mean that something
is popular, not that every
single person is doing

Dr. Doug
Ward
Contributing
columnist

it. As one humorous tee
shirt says, “Surely not
EVERYBODY was kung-
fu fighting.”

In the Bible “all” is
sometimes used in a

See ALLIN | 6B

Achieving a life of faith
through connection with Christ

Philippians 4:13 “I can
do everything through
Him Who gives me
strength.”

When we believers
walk through difficult
situations, we are not

alone. Christ lives within

us. While we may feel
powerless in our grief
and pain, we can expe-
rience victory beyond
human understanding
because our strength
comes from Someone
stronger than we are.
Achieving a life of faith
comes through our con-
nection with Christ.
Recently I remem-
bered an experience I
had in my young adult-
hood that illustrated
the strength we receive
from God when we feel
weak. During my teen
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years, I lived in
a lake commu-
nity in northern
New Jersey

and sometimes
in the cold-

est months of

winter the lake ence, I could still feel
would freeze Sheridan  the thrill of flying
over enough Contributing ~ CrOsS the lake pro-
sowe couldice  oymnist ~ Pelled by someone
skate. else’s power and

I didn’t have expertise. Instead of
formal ice-skating train-  stumbling around trying
ing but liked trying to to stay upright, I was fly-

skim across the frozen
surface. One day I was
jerking my body back
and forth with my arms
splayed out to my sides
trying to keep my bal-
ance when I sensed
someone approaching
behind me. Before I
knew it my strong, 6’4
dad had grabbed my left

ght Service

meets at 11 AM Saturday mornings at
Light of Christ Lutheran Church on
48 S. Second Street in Fairborn.

Features a praise time of
messianic songs and dance,
followed by a series on

the Nephilim.

Any questions contact
Pastor Randy at 859-553-8124

BLESSED ASSURANCE
BIBLE CHURCH

937-912-5558 « babckjv.org

For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten

AIM70369825

Sandra

= hand in one of his
while wrapping the
other arm around
my waist and we
were off!

As I sat, remem-
bering this experi-

ing, without fear of fall-
ing because I was com-
pletely enveloped in the
arms of a strong, expert
skater I could fully trust.
The Apostle Paul in
writing to the Philippi-
ans encouraged them not
to be anxious about any-
thing, but in everything
by prayer and petition,

Vacation Bible

with thanksgiving, [to]
present their requests to
God. A few verses later
he explained, “I have
learned the secret of
being content in any and
every situation ... I can
do everything through
Him Who gives me
strength.”

No matter what Paul
faced, a feast or a famine,
living in plenty or want,
he experienced victory
because of his connec-
tion with Christ. Christ’s
strength became His
strength and Paul could
rejoice despite his cir-
cumstances.

We will all face difficult
and sometimes excruci-
ating trials in life. But
when we are floundering

See CONNECTION | 6B

Camp

July 9th-13th, 2024
9am-3pm Ages 3-11

ORSHIP@?{ECTORY

| Baptist | | Catholic | | Church of Christ | | Non-Denominational |
1ST BAPTIST CHURCH  ST. BRIGID ROMAN CENTRAL AVENUE CHURCH OF THE
OF FAIRBORN 312 Farground Re. Xena  CHURCH OF CHRIST MESSIAH
. 1 1b67 Hé%};"é%‘g lgéz 9 S 372_3192 20 922 S. Central Avenue 1180 Upper Bellbrook Rd.
airoorn - - at 30 p.m. . Xenia, Oh. 45385
Sunday School ... 9:15am. Sun .1.:...t.}.l.....J..........}g:zola,m. _ (at Parkwood), Fairborn 937.374-0147
Mormng WOIShlp ....... 10:30 a.m. W\sw.gtrbriagsi(()il):eniea.:rg Bible Smd¥ Sun ...9:30 a.m. admin@churchmessiah.org
Home Page: Sun. Worship ......10:30 am.  www.churchmessiah.org
www.fbefairborn.org ST. LUKE CATHOLIC PARISH  §yp_Evening ....... 6:00 p.m. Saturdays
1440 N. Fairfield, Beavercreek . Torah stud é'OO
937-426-1733 Wed. Bible Study 7:00 p.m. ora_ study.......... UV a.m.
FAIRBORN Sat M 5:30 Y P Service 10:30 a.m
at Mass.........cccecunee. :30 pm nicter e weeee AV U WAL
1614 SENTERPRISE . Sun....... 8am, 10am, and Confession Minister: Scott Spencer Hebraic Heritage Service
teward Blvd., Fairborn g, ™™ """ " 4-5pm Info at Monthly
Sunday School ....... 10‘:00 am. www.saintlukeparish.org www.cachurchofchrist.com Children’s Church held
Sun. Worship........... 11:00 a.m. | = | during services
Pastor: Patrick Morri’s Baptist or 937-878-0452
878-3051 FAIRBORN FREE WILL . .
BAPTIST CHURCH L United Church of Christ | ATVARY CHAPEL
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST , 16 EdnaAvenue == HAWKER CHURCH OF DAYTON IN
CHURCH Services: 1617 North Longview St. BEAVERCREEK
kRl S gholtrlgsin uk 097Dy XoiaRo
Beavercreek, OH. 45434 hi _ CalvarvDavt
Pastor Clifford Parks www.fairbornfreewill.org ~ Worship................. 10:30 a.m. WWI;N- .afVal'Y tz}y On-lClom
937-671-1891 MAPLE HEIGHTS Sunday School ......10:30 a.m. (93(7)54;36(251?311%2 :?n il
Web site: ﬂﬁl;;ﬂl?T EP{)UR%I: www.HawkerUCC.org admin@calvarydayton.com
. Funderburg Rd. 1 .
GSI\L ?v?clftllgz(s)m Fairborn. 878-3333 Dave Williamson, Pastor Worship Sunday-10:15 am
: email: mhbaptistchurch06@gmail.com 1 ic Min. ’
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. o st Danny Voris, Music Min [{)nashimed \;)f Gc{;i SV Word
Sunday Morning 11:00 a.m.  www.mapleheightsbaptisichurch.org | Non-Denominational | Corlflice;?ﬁerefi)sreco)éfezr;r? q
ngndag mghthG :2908.m. GOOD NEWS BAPTIST ~ BLESSED ASSURANCE  conversation/fellowship
cdnesday night 70 p.m. 925%1;12505?1}{1% d BIBLE CHURCH Wednesday Service Starts
| Friendle“akers | Beavercreek OH. 45434 6:30 PM Until 745pm on...
JAMESTOWN FRIENDS Past9(§r7(_36ll7f{(_>i(§;ark5 3183E Beaver Vu Drive
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with all your heart
and lean not on your
own understanding

- PROVERBS 3:5
|Seventh-Day Adventist| | United Methodist |
BEAVERCREEK EVANGELICAL

SEVENTH-DAY UNITED METHODIST
ADVENTIST CHURCH CHURCH
670 Grange Hall Rd 195 W. Third St., Xenia OH 45385
Sabbath School 9:30 am (937) 372-4373

Worship Service 11 am
Wednesday Prayer & Bible
Study 7pm
BeavercreekSDAChurch.org
937-426-0282

| ChurchofGod |

FAITH HILL
CHURCH OF GOD
35 Vanderbilt Dr., Fairborn
(937) 879-9704
Sunday School ........ 10 a.m.
Morning Worship ....11 a.m.

Sunday Evening .. 6:00 p.m. Sunday School ..
Brother Steve Wagoner, Pastor  Worship Service ..

welcomes everyone.

I can doiall thmgs

Rwhich) strengthens el
LIPhilippiansi D]

Pastor: Rev. Paola Bellini
Sunday School: 9:30 am
Worship: 10:30 am

FAITH COMMUNITY
UNITED METHODIST
100 Country Club Dr.
Xenia 372-7601
www.fcum.org
Sunday School
9:15am-10:15am
Worship Service
10:30am-11:30am

UNION CHURCH
393 Washington Rd., Xenia
.. 10:00 a.m.

.9:00 a.m.
Rev. Jonathan Morris
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Welcome home!

Jeremiah Hull was recently
sworn in as assistant
director of the Greene
County Detention Center.
He comes to the court
from the Montgomery
County Sheriff’s Office,
where he was a deputy in
Harrison Township. A native
resident of Xenia, Hull said
he looks forward to having
time to personally engage
with the youth of Greene
County, and coordinate
programming that will
encourage good choices
and behaviors. He was
sworn in by Juvenile Court
Judge Amy Lewis.

JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE

WARRIOR RESILIENCY!
JULY 20 - 12-4 PM
CAESAR FORD PARK
520 STRINGTOWN RD., XENIA

Veterans, service members, and their families are

County Veterans Services’ first event with Greene
County Parks & Trails! We’ll have loads of fun with
Backyard Olympics, music, and a picnic with hot
dogs, burgers, popcorn, beverages, and more!
Don’t miss it!

Go to GCParksTrails.com/vets
to RSVP!

WARRIOR

RESILIENCY TEAM

PARNS & THAILS 03]-56.2-644(

invited to join the Warrior Resiliency Team at Greene

GCParksTrails.com

HIDDEN PUZZLE

&z

=

Y

www.hiddenpiclurepuzzles.com

UR Téi

NS

RABBIT /&

==y

SOYN T

SAFETY GLASSES

Power

Connection

From page 5B

Herod died of it.
There are some
today who have
promoted them-
selves as a god, or
becoming a god.
They are commit-
ting a very dan-
gerous sin. Such
pride will only lead
to their eventual
destruction. God
will not be mocked
in this way and His
judgement will cer-
tainly be seen. We
must humble our-
selves before the
Lord, and not be
full of ourselves.
Heavenly Father,
Your control over

=] all Your creation

is supreme. You
order everything
and make Your true
presence known
through Your Son,
Jesus. We humble
ourselves and
confess any sin of
pride we may have
that keeps us from
giving You all the
glory. May we glo-
rify You more.

In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Pastor Robert Forsberg is
retired from Light of Christ

Lutheran Church in Fairborn.

Check Out Our
Classifieds Today!

From page 5B

and wondering how to
stay upright, our con-
nection with Christ will
be our sustaining power.
Don’t be anxious, but call
out to Him in prayer. Pres-
ent your requests before
Him and the peace of
God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard
your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.
We, like Paul, can do

all things through Christ
Who strengthens us. So
relax into His strong arms
and let Him provide the
power and expertise you
need to take a wild and
exhilarating ride across
the ice. It is only in this
connection that one
achieves a victorious life
of faith.

Love, Mama

Sandra Sheridan is a midwest wife
and mother of five. She shares
her letters to her children with

our readers. Visit her at www.
VersesFromMama.com.

‘All’ in

From page 5B

mathematical sense to
make a universal state-
ment, as when Paul says
that “we will all stand
before the judgment seat
of God™ in Romans 14:10.
Another example appears
in 1 Corinthians 15:27,
which states that Jesus the
Messiah will one day rule
over the entire universe,
with the exception of God
himself.

In other passages “all”
is intended less precisely,
as in Acts 19:10, which
says that after Paul had
shared the gospel in Ephe-
sus for two years, “all the
residents of Asia heard
the word of the Lord, both
Jews and Greeks.” This
verse is saying that both
Jews and non-Jews heard
the gospel, not that every
last person heard it.

Ancient battle accounts
tend to use universal
language loosely to empha-
size that one army won a
decisive victory. This is
somewhat comparable to
modern sportswriting. If
we say that a game was a
“complete rout,” we mean

that the final score was not
close, not that the winning
team chased every mem-
ber of the losing team out
of town.

This is helpful to keep
in mind in reading verses
like Joshua 10:40, which
declares that in a vic-
tory over the Canaanites,
Joshua’s forces “struck the
whole land” and “left none
remaining but devoted
to destruction all that
breathed.” As we read on,
we find that many Canaan-
ites remained among the
Israelites, and Joshua
instructed the Israelites
not to intermarry with
them (Joshua 23:12-13).
Joshua 10:40 is employing
hyperbole for the sake of
emphasis, not using “all”
in a mathematical sense.

Being aware of ancient
writing conventions and
reading verses in con-
text, not in isolation, can
help us determine what
the Bible means when it
uses universal language.
Remembering these prin-
ciples will enhance our
understanding of Scrip-
ture.

Dr. Doug Ward is an elder at Church
of the Messiah in Xenia and an avid
reader.

END OF SPRING SALES STARTING NOW!!
25% off Perennials ¢ 50% off Annuals & More

JULY 4TH BLOWOUT OF ANNUALS, ETC.
Pottery 15% off for 1 week only beginning July 1st

Pickett Run Farm
GREENHOUSE and NURSERY!

Owned by:

Chris and Dawn Stauffer

14415 Cynthiana Road, Hillisboro, OH 45133 Closed Sunday

New Summer Hours! We will remain open this July
Monday through Saturday with normal hours, so we will be
open until at least October 1st, NO INTERUPTIONS

We look forward to seeing you this summer!
How can we help you with your Garden & Landscape?
Please let us know!

Mon-Fri
8am- 6pm
Sat 8am- 4pm




